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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT EDWARD WALSH PAGE ONE HEADLINER 
WASHINGTON POST THURSDAY MARCH 31 TITLED "U.S., SOVIETS 
REACH IMPASSE ON ARMS LIMITS/CARTER SAYS HE WILL 'HANG 
TOUGH'.'' 

2. PRESIDENT CARTER, ATTEMPTING TO SEIZE THE POLITICAL 
INITIATIVE IN THE WAKE OF ANOTHER DEADLOCK IN STRATEGIC 
ARMS LIMITATIONS TALKS, SAID YESTERDAY HE WILL "HANG 
TOUGH” IN PRESSING THE SOVIET UNION TO ACCEPT ONE OF THE 
AMERICAN PROPOSALS THAT WERE REJECTED IN MOSCOW. 

3. HOWEVER, THE PRESIDENT INSISTED THAT HE WAS NEITHER 
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SURPRISED NOR DISCOURAGED THAT THE INITIAL ATTEMPT TO 
REACH AGREEMENT ON SWEEPING REDUCTIONS IN NUCLEAR ARMS 
HAD FAILED. MOREOVER, HE ADDED, HE FOUND IT "VERY 
ENCOURAGING" THAT THE SOVIETS AGREED TO CONTINUE THE 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH A NEW ROUND OF TALKS SCHEDULED FOR MAY 
IN GENEVA. 
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4. CARTER SPOKE TO REPORTERS, HIS MANNER RELAXED AND 
CONFIDENT, DURING AN IMPROMPTU PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE 
WHITE HOUSE. 

5. THE PRESIDENT SAID THE RUSSIANS INSISTED THAT THE 
NIXON AND FORD ADMINISTRATIONS HAD AGREED NOT TO DEPLOY 
THE AMERICAN CRUISE MISSILE. THIS, HE SAID, WAS THE 

MAJOR STUMBLING BLOCK PREVENTING AGREEMENT ON THE MORE 
MODEST OF THE TWO U.S. PROPOSALS - TO HAVE THE TWO 
COUNTRIES SIMPLY RATIFY THE NUCLEAR ARMS LEVELS SET IN 
THE 1974 VLADIVOSTOK AGREEMENT. 

6. CARTER SAID HE REJECTS THIS CONTENTION - AND IS 
SUPPORTED IN THIS BY BOTH FORMER PRESIDENT FORD AND 
FORMER SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY A. KISSINGER - AND WILL 
CONTINUE TO SEEK AGREEMENT ON THE MAIN AMERICAN PROPOSAL 
WHICH CALLS FOR "SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS" IN STRATEGIC 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, A BAN ON DEPLOYMENT OF NEW NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS SYSTEMS AND A LIMIT ON MISSILE TEST FIRINGS. 

7. BUT IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, THE PRESIDENT ALSO 
WARNED THAT LACK OF ANY PROGRESS DURING THE MAY TALKS IN 
GENEVA COULD FORCE THE UNITED STATES TO STEP UP NEW 
WEAPONS DEVELOPMENT. 

8. "OBVIOUSLY, IF WE FEEL AT THE CONCLUSION OF (THE 

MAY) DISCUSSIONS THAT THE SOVIETS ARE NOT ACTING IN GOOD 
FAITH WITH US AND THAT AN AGREEMENT IS UNLIKELY, THEN I 
WOULD BE FORCED TO CONSIDER A MUCH MORE DEEP COMMITMENT 
TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND DEPLOYMENT OF ADDITIONAL WEAPONS” 
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HE SAID. 

9. "BUT I WOULD LIKE TO FORGO THAT DECISION UNTIL I 

AM CONVINCED THE SOVIETS ARE NOT ACTING IN GOOD FAITH," 

HE ADDED. 

10. IN RESPONSE TO ANOTHER QUESTION, CARTER SAID HE 

HAD "NO EVIDENCE" THAT THE MOSCOW TALKS ENDED WITHOUT AN 
AGREEMENT BECAUSE OF SOVIET DISSATISFACTION WITH HIS 
CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. HE CALLED THIS "AN INCORRECT 
LINKAGE" OF ISSUES IF SUCH WAS THE CASE, AND STATED 
FLATLY, "I WILL NOT MODIFY MY HUMAN RIGHTS STATEMENTS." 

1 1 . THE PRESIDENT EMPHASIZED THAT HE HAD NOT EXPECTED 
A QUICK AGREEMENT IN MOSCOW. 

12. "WE HAD NO INDICATIONS EITHER IN DIRECT OR INDIRECT 
COMMUNICATIONS WITH (SOVIET LEADER LEONID I. BREZHNEV) 

THAT THEY WERE READY TO ACCEPT OUR POSITIONS." 
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13. HE SPECULATED THAT THE SOVIETS REJECTED THE MORE 
AMBITIOUS AMERICAN PLAN BECAUSE IT IS "SO SUBSTANTIVE 

AND SUCH A RADICAL DEPARTURE ... THAT THE SOVIETS SIMPLY 
NEED MORE TIME TO CONSIDER IT." 

14. DURING THE MOSCOW NEGOTIATIONS, THE SOVIET POSITION 
DID NOT WAIVER FROM WHAT IT HAS BEEN IN THE PAST - AN 
INSISTENCE THAT LIMITS BE PLACED ON THE AMERICAN CRUISE 
MISSILE AS A STRATEGIC WEAPON. THE SOVIETS HAVE MAIN 
TAINED THAT THE BACKFIRE BOMBER IS A MEDIUM-RANGE AIR 
CRAFT. 

15. CARTER’S OPTIMISM APPEARED TO BE SHARED BY HOUSE 
SPEAKER THOMAS P. (TIP) O'NEILL JR. (D-MASS). LEAVING 
THE WHITE HOUSE, O'NEILL SAID. "EVERYTHING IS GOING AS 
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ANTICIPATED." 

16. THE PRESIDENT USED THE TERM "HANG TOUGH" DURING A 
MEETING WITH O'NEILL AND OTHER CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS, 

WHOM HE SUMMONED TO THE WHITE HOUSE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON 
AFTER THE MOSCOW TALKS CONCLUDED. 

17. ASKED BY REPORTERS TO EXPLAIN WHAT HE MEANT BY THE 
TERM, WHICH WAS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM BY SENATE MINORITY 
LEADER HOWARD H. BAKER JR. (R-TENN), CARTER SAID: 

18. "I THINK IT IS IMPORTANT FOR US TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF AN OPPORTUNITY THIS YEAR TO NEGOTIATE NOT JUST A 
SUPERFICIAL RATIFICATION OF RULES BY WHICH WE CAN CON- 
TINUE THE ARMS RACE, BUT TO HAVE A FREEZE ON DEPLOYMENT 
AND DEVELOPMENT OF MISSILES AND AN ACTUAL REDUCTION IN 
LAUNCHERS ..." 

19. "ON THOSE TERMS I INTEND TO REMAIN VERY STRONG IN 
MY POSITION," HE CONTINUED. "I DON'T THINK IT IS TO 
OUR NATION'S ADVANTAGE TO PUT FORWARD IN PIECEMEAL 
FASHION ADDITIONAL PROPOSALS. OUR EXPERIENCE IN THE 
PAST HAS BEEN THAT THE SOVIET UNION EXTRACTS FROM THOSE 
COMPREHENSIVE PROPOSALS THOSE ITEMS THAT ARE FAVORABLE 
TO THEM AND WANTS TO CONTINUE TO NEGOTIATE THE OTHER 
PARTS OF THE PROPOSAL ..." 

20. IN DISCUSSING EARLIER NEGOTIATIONS BY THE NIXON AND 
FORD ADMINSITRATIONS, CARTER SAID THE SOVIETS DO NOT 
CONTEND THAT ANY SECRET ACCORDS WERE REACHED ON THE 
CRUISE MISSILE. 
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21. RATHER, HE SAID, THE STUMBLING BLOCK IN RATIFYING 
THE VLADIVOSTOK AGREEMENT CENTERS ON DIFFERENT INTERPRE- 
TATIONS OF THE AGREEMENT'S LANGUAGE, WHICH THE SOVIETS 
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SAY WOULD PREVENT DEPLOYMENT OF THE CRUISE MISSILE AND 
THE AMERICANS SAY DOES NOT AFFECT THE WEAPON. END 
TEXT. 

CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TOSEC, PRESS COMMENTS, ARMS CONTROL MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -Mar-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE071517 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: REBUTLER:REB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 1 1 -0465 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 /aaaaaasi.tel 

Line Count: 185 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 8b8b07ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN PA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 2932696 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS MATERIAL 

TAGS: SOPN, OVIP, (VANCE, CYRUS R) 

To: SECRETARY 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8b8b07ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



